
 
Allegany Surgical Associates says, “we are thankful to the Lord for the saints who smile at 
UPMC Western Maryland.” 
 
Dotty Babcock writes, “I deeply appreciate and honor all of the workers at the Hospital. They 
are certainly, Healthcare Heroes, each and every one, who earns a big 'thank you' from us. Sure 
do miss my volunteer time and hope all the Heroes can take  off their masks very soon, and 
return to their normal great caretaking." 
 
Robert Baldwin recognizes Linda Krause. 
 
Dr. Cynthia & Mr. Michael Bambara wish to honor Jennifer Dale Riley, with gratitude for her 
service. 
 
Elizabeth Hanft-Beatty: My sister, Juanita Higson, is a nurse who works in the COVID unit in the 
ED. She is dedicated and compassionate, and I am very proud of her. With love…   
 
Debra Becker: In memory of Dr. William E. Becker 
 
Carl Belt, Jr. sent grateful thanks to the Foundation for undertaking this campaign and called 
out the healthcare heroes for their sacrifice: “putting themselves and their families’ health on 
the line to care for the health of our community.” 
 
Audra Bender writes: “Thank you for what you are doing for the WMHS employees. They are so 
deserving and so caring!” 
 
Steve and Mary Ann Bloom: In honor of our granddaughter Allison Fisher, RN in the ICU. “We 
are so proud of you!” 
 
Larry Boggs sends his contribution with the words, “Great idea! Be safe!” 
 
Angelo Bucchino dedicates his contribution in honor of the Schwab Family Cancer Center 
nurses. “Please let them know I pray for them and miss them,” he writes. 
 
Kelly Cessna: In honor of Crissy Martz and the 7th floor ICU and COVID staff members. 
 
Rick Collins at MBS Keystone, writes, “Thank you and God bless you!” 
 
Sharon Cosgrove calls out the Community Relations team for their excellent work: “With 
constant updates throughout this crisis, Kate and team have been working tirelessly to keep 
UPMC Western Maryland up to date with accurate information. Well done!” 
 
Carolyn Crump says, “This is a wonderful idea to do something for the hospital workers. They 
are all very brave! They truly are heroes!” 



 
Jim Cunningham dedicates his gift to Cardiology. WMHS Cardiology saved my life with bypass 
four years ago. Great medical center!!!!!!!! 
 
Jonathan Dayton: In Honor of the Patient Experience and Security Departments. Two great 
departments that don't give direct patient care but go above and beyond to ensure the patients 
and families that walk through the doors of UPMC- Western Maryland are treated like family! 
 
Anne DeVaughn salutes the entire staff at UPMC Western Maryland for their dedication. 
 
Kate Donaghy: In honor of Diana Dayton & Benay Wharton. Thank you for all that you do! 
These two ladies continue to bring kindness, joy and laughter to staff and patients during this 
tough time. They are amazing!  
 
Sarah Eaton recognizes Kim Lease, OB CAN, and Chris Seibert, EVS, for their exceptional service 
at this time. 
 
Steve Faulkner gives a shout out to Lauree Drew, RN. 
 
Margie Gacki writes, “I would like to recognize all those who are working directly with COVID-
19 patients. They’re on the front lines and this pandemic, and they are heroes!! An anonymous 
giver shares, “our thanks to everyone for helping our community to be safe and healthy. You 
are appreciated and you are our heroes!” 
 
Geppert, McMullen, Paye, & Getty proudly supports and thanks all the caregivers at UPMC 
WM that have gone, and continue to go, above the call of duty to care for our community in 
this time of great need. 
 
Ella Gibson: In honor of Sharon Amick, for keeping the light on through this trying time. She has 
lifted the Spirits of all the Gift Shop volunteers with her Happy and talented ways of bringing us 
all together and loving each day we support her in making the best better! Our Hero!  
 
Greg and Barb Goss: “Proud of YOU! Love you, Aunt Barb and Uncle Greg in honor of Theresa 
(Tracey) A. Crowell.”    
 
Dick Graham recognizes Amanda Leek, RN in Home Care Health with a tribute. “Amanda has 
worked in G-Operation with the WMHS Wound Center, which has resulted in rapid recovery of 
my injury. Her personal, professional care is second to none. She has developed a relationship 
with me and my family that will never be forgotten.  She is definitely a Healthcare Hero!” 
 
Wayne & Linda Green dedicate their gift to Dana Green, with the comment, “Thank you for 
your service during this critical time!” 
 



Sam and Pam Griffith write, “Our daughter is a HERO. She is on the front line working to save 
others. We are so proud of her. Please accept this small token of our appreciation for all of the 
heroes at UPMC Western Maryland!” 
 
Nora Growden sends her appreciation to Dalton Growden. “I wish him the best! Stay well!” 
 
Karyl Hansen: Gift in honor of Iris and Dr. Peter Halmos 
 
Sandra Haus says, “Dr. Singh and the WMHS saved my life six years ago.” 
 
Chuck Hebb honors “all the stars at the Wound Center. Thank you for all the great care! You 
made my visits very enjoyable. Very professional team.” 
 
Paula  Hedrick salutes all the HEALTHCARE HEROES. “God bless each and every one of you!” she 
writes. 
 
Lisa Hout wishes to honor her “precious family, serving on the front line: Steve Hout, Darrell 
Hout, Lindsey Hout, and Elisa Hartung.” 
 
Mary Hunsecker recognizes Christina Resh for her hard work.  
 
Colleen Ingram writes, “Be safe – God bless!” 
 
Karen & Greg Johnson write, “Please designate my Healthcare Heroes gift in honor of Bruce 
McBride.  Bruce has only been at UPMC Western MD a couple of years, but in that time his 
impact has been tremendous.  He ministers to patients and staff with sincerity, warmth and 
wisdom and never seems to run out of kindness...and energy!  What a servant leader!” 
 

Jamie Karstetter honors Denise Marsh with his gift. “I would like to recognize Denise Marsh for 
her calm demeanor, tireless efforts, and exemplary leadership throughout this ongoing crisis.” 
 
Jeff and Tracy Kirk: “The staff of Memorial Hospital, Sacred Heart and UPMC Western Maryland 
has served generations of our family, and we want to thank all the hardworking men and 
women and let them know how much they mean to our community and our region. Their 
sacrifices are appreciated and have not gone unnoticed, especially now during this crisis. We 
pray for them and their families to remain safe.”  
 
Janet Knisely makes her donation in honor of the brave heroes at UPMC Western Maryland. 
“Thank you for putting your lives on the line for all of us,” she writes. 
 
Jim and Patsy Koontz made a gift in honor of Karina Moffatt. “I would like to thank and honor 
Healthcare Hero Karina Moffatt for her dedication in providing a clean, safe environment for all 
of us in the Administrative Center.”    
 



Frannie Lease sends her love to Matt Greise for his dedication as a nurse on the COVID unit, 
and she honors her brother and sister in law, Pete and Sandy Lippold for their support in dietary 
and employee health. Frannie tells us her mother worked at Sacred Heart for 43 years, and her 
dad worked there as well. “We love, love, love our health system!” she says. 
 
Craig & Julie Leydig: We could never say thank you enough to our super-hero Dr. Jason Riley. 
Dr. Riley removed a huge cancerous mass along with part of my kidney. Today I am cancer free 
and never had to have any kind of treatment. For him I am ever so thankful!!   
 
Jane Loar dedicates her Healthcare Heroes gift to Dr. Kenneth Judson for the excellent care she 
received in surgery. She writes, “Praise God for all of our heroes, who are working long hours 
and risking their health every day.” Now in her late 70s, Jane is choosing to stay indoors and is 
exceedingly grateful for those who risk it all so she can stay safe.   
 
Bob Mallery writes, “They are all great!” 
 
David Marple says, “God bless the heroes. My prayers are with them!” 
 
Miss Kathy Mattingly honors Dr. Christina Sensabaugh with a warm, personal note. “Dear  
Christina, thank you for returning to Cumberland. I love you and pray for you daily.” Kathy says 
she feels safer, knowing that Christina is applying her talents at UPMC Western Maryland. Dr. 
Sensabaugh writes, “I have never been more proud of my hometown. We have such incredible 
staff and patients, and our community has really come together during this crisis. It’s an honor 
to come back to serve the community I love so dearly.” Another anonymous donor writes, “we 
are very blessed to have such an intelligent, caring, compassionate doctor.” 
 
Anne & Harvey May, Jr. write, “We are so in awe of all the Healthcare Heroes all over the world 
and are glad to donate to our local ones! What a wonderful way to honor them!” 
 
Paul and Rebecca McCusker recognize Rebecca Barnes, a very caring and attentive nurse who 
works in the recovery room. Thank you for your service! 
 
Lois Miltenburger, a former Laboratory staff member, says, “Shortly after receiving your notice 
about recognizing the WMHS Healthcare Heroes, I contacted Lauree Wilson in the laboratory 
and learned that there are 103 staff members listed on the Laboratory roster at this time. May 
my contribution be used to cover a part of their Healthcare Heroes fund. Thank you!” 
 
Elizabeth Moody writes “All the health system employees and first responders are doing a good 
job for our community. Many, many thanks for all their service!”  
 
Ed Mullaney calls out his neighbor, Valerie Ruhlman, for her hard work. “Valerie is a behind-
the-scenes worker at UPMC Western Maryland who loves her job and is so good to her 
neighbors on my street. She represents your hospital admirably!”  
 



Brad Nixon and Julie Westendorff: In celebration of Glenda Scales Floyd 
 
The Ottaviani family, who has supported UPMC Western Maryland through this campaign and 
through donations of food to hospital workers, calls out the heroes hard at work during this 
pandemic. Tanya Ottaviani, RN in High Level Care, praises the selflessness and positive spirit she 
has witnessed among those going into the COVID unit and the extra mile that workers are 
willing to go to ensure safety and excellence in their care. Donate to support these champions! 
 
Cathy Pannone honors Laura Livingston for her “loving heart and hard work.” 
 
Mary Beth Pirolozzi dedicates her gift to her compassionate daughter-in-law Val. 
 
Constance Proietti gives a shout out to Marie Buzzard and says, “Thank God for them all!” 
 
Tom & Joyce Riggleman call out Hallie Mullan for her courage and compassion in the face of 
COVID-19. 
 
Dorothy Schoch writes, “Thanks to all the heroes who work on the front lines. God bless you 
and stay well!” 
 
Linda Sills dedicates her gift to the whole team at UPMC Western Maryland. “Prayers and 
thanks to all who are working to help our citizens.”  
 
Naomi Snider recognizes Tonya Toye as a “courteous, untiring, and faithful” HEALTHCARE 
HERO. 
 
Harry and Beverly Stafford dedicate their contribution to their daughter Elizabeth Simmons, 
RN, and her colleagues, who are daily attending the COVID unit. 
 
Barbara Terrill writes to Brittney Ritchey, “ILYBLAR,” which translates, “I love you big like a 
river.” 
 
Linda Thomas: Grateful for Nancy Adams and Barry Ronan and UPMC Western Maryland 
leadership, who are managing the "big picture." But she sends a special shout out to Erica van 
Meter for working courageously in the COVID-19 Unit.  
 
Wilhelmina Uhl recognizes Leslie Gather for her extraordinary service at this time. 
 
Larry Ulm: In celebration of the Oncology Department/Blood Draw & Fast Track 
 
Bill and Debbie Umstot honor Missy Corwell and Christine Wagoner. “Thank you and God 
bless!” 
 



Dr. Jonathan Walburn recognizes with gratitude the work of the laboratory phlebotomists who 
work at UPMC Western Maryland.  
 
Beverly Warnick writes, “God bless every one!” 
 
Cookie Weimer: Many thanks & prayers to all involved! 
 
Stefani Wilkinson made a gift in honor of Dr. Mark Nelson.  
 
Joyce Wilson salutes Debbie Greise and Leanne Cessna in surgery for their hard work and 
fearlessness.  
 
Joseph L. and Alana Winters honor Joelle Lyons in Radiology, calling her “small but mighty, 
fiercely loyal, and dedicated. Our hero!” 
 
Frank Wright says, “God bless all Allegany County health responders!” 
 
D. Lynn and Linda Zeller send their sincere appreciation for our Healthcare Heroes. 
 
An anonymous donor honors Carolyn Helmstetter for her brave service. 
 
An anonymous donor writes, “thank you to all the amazing health care workers. You are 
wonderful, and we are very thankful for your commitment to take care of others in the face of 
danger. God bless!” 
 
An anonymous tribute came in to recognize the compassionate and professional care of the 
nurses in Cardiac Rehab. 
 
Anonymous: In celebration of Kristine Wilson, RN. “Kristine, Thank you for your continued 
courage and commitment to helping others during this difficult and scary time. Stay safe. Love, 
Uncle Bill.”   
 
An anonymous donor recognizes Mildred Seletyn and Barbara Wood, Oncology Clinical Research 

Coordinators, for their dedication and hard work. Barbara and Mickie count it a privilege to work 
with such a great team throughout this challenging time and have consistently felt safe, supported and 
informed.  We are blessed with an extraordinary executive director and manager. Though it’s been 
difficult for cancer patients to come for exams and treatments without the support of their loved ones, 
they say that they have witnessed, “the beautiful way our cancer center staff has interacted with the 
patients who needed extra care.”  
 

An anonymous donor writes, “My relatives are hard-working and compassionate people!!” She 
calls out Garrett, Zach, Stephanie, and Andrea Mathews and honor them for their service at 
UPMC Western Maryland. 
 



An anonymous donor honors Dr. Christina Sensabaugh. “We are very blessed to have such an 
intelligent, caring, and compassionate doctor taking care of us and our loved ones.” 
 
A great big THANK YOU to our HEALTHCARE HEROES! (anon) 
 
An anonymous donor honors Dana Veach with their contribution. “A wonderful, caring, 
beautiful nurse!” 
 
Adam Oliver writes: My gift card arrived a few days ago and the timing could not have been 
better. My refrigerator broke down in March and it was difficult to get a new one with the 
Covid-19 virus issues. The insurance company and repair company couldn't find the part to 
repair my fridge and to get a new one took longer time than expected because people were 
buying fridges and freezer in preparations for the quarantine. It took a month to get a 
replacement fridge and my wife and children had to eat a lot of take out food or only buy food 
for that day so it wouldn't go bad. This gift card has helped my family restock our new fridge 
and helped build up our food storage with the essentials we need. I am sincerely grateful for 
the kindness and thoughtfulness you have shared. My wife and kids are grateful to have their 

normal food again and to just be able to have milk in their cereal 🙂  Thank you again for this 
generous gift. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


