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Schwab Family Cancer Center Staff and Directory
If you would like more information about any service available through the Schwab 
Family Cancer Center at Western Maryland Health System, please let us know. 

Providers 
Blanche Mavromatis, MD, Medical Oncologist 
240-964-8680

Medical Degree: Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia, PA
Internship: Georgetown University
Residency: Georgetown University
Fellowship: Georgetown University; Lymphoma, Memorial-
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York
Prior to Joining WMHS: Academic practice at the Lombardi 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, division of Hematology/
Oncology, of Georgetown University Medical Center in 
Washington, D.C.
Board Certifications: Hematology, Internal Medicine 
and Medical Oncology

Elizabeth Simpkins, PA-C, Physician Assistant
PA Program: St. Francis University
Prior to Joining WMHS: Family Medicine at Meyersdale Family 
Health Care and SouthEast Lancaster Health Services
Board Certifications: NCCPA Certified since 1999

Scott V. Watkins, MD, Radiation Oncologist 
240-964-1480
Medical Degree: West Virginia University School of Medicine
Internship: Family Medicine, West Virginia University Hospitals
Residency: Radiation Oncology, Albert Einstein/Temple 
University’s Hospital in Philadelphia, PA
Prior to Joining WMHS: Served as Medical Director of 
Radiation Oncology at the Davis Cancer Center at Davis 
Memorial Hospital in Morgantown, WV
Board Certification: Radiation Oncology

Faye Yin, MD, Medical Oncologist 
240-964-8680
Medical Degree: First Military Medical University in China
Residency: Internal Medicine at Medstar Good Samaritan 
Hospital affiliated with Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine in Baltimore; Emergency Medicine at Beijing 
General Hospital
Fellowship: (Hematology and Medical Oncology) National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and National Cancer Institute in 
Bethesda, MD; Hematology at First Military Medical University 
Prior to Joining WMHS: National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute; University of Maryland Greenebaum Cancer Center; 
MedStar Good Samaritan Hospital; University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill/Gene Therapy Center in Chapel Hill.
Board Certifications: Hematology, Internal Medicine and  
Medical Oncology.

Qamar Zaman, MD, Medical Oncologist 
301-777-3111
Medical Degree: King Edward Medical College in Pakistan
Internship: Mayo Hospital in Pakistan and three year rotation 
at McKeesport Hospital in Pennsylvania
Fellowship: Hematology/Oncology, University of South Florida 
in Tampa
Experience:  Has been a member of the medical staff  
since 1982
Board Certifications: Internal Medicine and  
Medical Oncology

Cancer Services Leadership
Ben Kosewski, MS, MBA, Executive Director, Cancer Services 240-964-1434 

Medical Oncology
Julie Hardy, RN, BS, OCN, Director, Cancer Center/Medical Oncology 240-964-1444
Justine Dom, RN, OCN, Charge Nurse, Medical Oncology  240-964-1448
Miranda Thompson, RN, OCN, Charge Nurse, Medical Oncology  240-964-1448

Radiation Oncology
Deana Ouellette, RT (T), Chief Radiation Therapist  240-964-1483

Cancer Services
Chris Roby, CTR, Cancer Registry Coordinator 240-964-1435
Julie Thomas, Clerical Supervisor 240-964-1445
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Western Maryland Health System is proud of the 
comprehensive cancer services it provides to tri-state 
area residents through the Schwab Family Cancer 
Center. Our medical staff, nurses, radiation therapists 
and other healthcare professionals work as a team 
to provide patients with the best care possible. Our 
accreditation as a Comprehensive Community Cancer 
Program by the Commission on Cancer assures our 
community that we meet or exceed the nationally 
recognized standards of cancer care. 

WMHS is committed to bringing leading-
edge technology to our patients. Genomic 
testing is used by our medical oncologists 
that provides them with information about 
the molecular structure of a patient’s 
cancer cells and enables them to develop 
treatment options that are specifically 
tailored for the patient. The Schwab Family 
Cancer Center also is equipped with 
technology that provides tumor-destroying 
radiation with precision and accuracy. 

Battling cancer affects all aspects of a 
patient’s life and is often overwhelming for 
the patient and his family. At the Schwab 
Family Cancer Center, we are committed 
to patient-centered care and work closely 
with patients and family to address all their 
needs during their cancer journey. Many 
supportive services are available, including 
a special patient assistance fund through 
the WMHS Foundation that provides 
financial aid to patients to meet their needs 
caused by the financial hardship of a cancer 
diagnosis. 

Some of the highlights from 2016 include:
•   Enrolled 74 patients in clinical trials. These trials 

provided patients with treatment options that are truly 
on the leading edge of care and an opportunity to 
benefit future patients.

•   Provided 118 patients with a Survivorship Care Plan 
through the nurse navigator and survivorship program.  
The survivorship care plans document the care that 
each patient received as well as future guidelines for 
screening and follow-up care.  

•   Increased utilization of Stereotactic Radiosurgery and 
Stereotactic Body Radiotherapy in Radiation Oncology 
by over 20% from the previous year. 

•   Hired a Physician Assistant for Medical Oncology to 
better provide same-day care for patients.

•   A breast cancer specific tumor board was developed 
and implemented to provide a multidisciplinary group 
of providers and support staff an opportunity to discuss 
the prospective treatment plans for patients diagnosed 
with breast cancer.  

•   Expanded our community education programs to help 
reduce the incidence of cancer in our area. 

•    Western Maryland Health System and the Schwab 
Family Cancer Center signed to join the American 
Cancer Society’s 80% by 2018 campaign to increase the 
percentage of patients in the community who obtain 
their screening colonoscopies.

We will continue to strengthen the resources of the 
Schwab Family Cancer Center to provide exceptional 
cancer care for the people in our region.

Barry P. Ronan, President/CEO
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Cancer Center Components
Cancer Awareness and Prevention
One of the best defenses in the war against cancer is its early detection. In most instances, the 
earlier the cancer is diagnosed, the greater the chance for successful treatment. Over the past 
year, the Cancer Committee coordinated two educational programs for the community to help 
increase awareness about cancer and reducing cancer risk. Both sessions were well-attended and 
provided valuable information on the importance of screening programs. WMHS continually works 
to encourage appropriate cancer screenings and helps link individuals to programs with screening 
services for those who are unable to afford them. 

WMHS also assists patients with reducing their risk of cancer. Activities include wellness coaching, 
weight management programs, nutrition counseling, smoking cessation programs, and worksite 
wellness programs for area businesses.



centerofcancercare.com   |      6

Blanche Mavromatis, M.D.
Western Maryland Medical Arts Center, Suite 440 
12502 Willowbrook Road, Cumberland, MD 21502 • 240-964-8680

Dr. Mavromatis is currently a medical oncologist at the Schwab Family Cancer Center. She is also the Co-Chair of the 
Breast Program at WMHS. She completed her medical degree at Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia, PA. She 
went on to complete both her internship and fellowship at Georgetown University in Washington, DC.

Prior to joining the WMHS, she had an academic practice at the Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center, division of 
Hematology/Oncology, of Georgetown University Medical Center in Washington, DC.

She is board certified in Hematology, Internal Medicine and Medical Oncology.

Scott Watkins, M.D.
Western Maryland Health System 
12500 Willowbrook Road, Cumberland, MD 21502 • 240-964-1400

Dr. Watkins is currently a Radiation Oncologist at the Schwab Family Cancer Center. He earned his medical degree 
at West Virginia University School of Medicine in Morgantown, WV. He went on to complete his internship at Family 
Medicine, West Virginia University Hospitals and completed his residency in Radiation Oncology at Albert Einstein/
Temple University’s Hospital in Philadelphia, PA.

Prior to joining WMHS, he served as Medical Director of Radiation Oncology and Section Chief at the Davis Cancer 
Center at Davis Memorial Hospital in Morgantown, WV. 

He is board certified in Radiation Oncology.

Charles Magal, M.D.
Allegany Imaging, P.C. 
Western Maryland Health System  
12500 Willowbrook Road, Cumberland, MD 21502 • 240-964-1111

Dr. Magal is currently a Radiologist at Western Maryland Health System. He earned his medical degree at George 
Washington University School of Medicine in Washington, DC. He went on to complete his internship in Internal 
Medicine at Washington Hospital Center and completed his residency in Radiology at George Washington University 
Medical Center.

Prior to joining WMHS, he fulfilled fellowships in Interventional Radiology at the University of Texas System 
Cancer Center in Houston, TX and in Cross-Section Imaging at George Washington University Medical Center in 
Washington, DC. 

He is board certified in Radiology.
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Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment
Clinical Laboratory/Pathology
WMHS Laboratory Services provides key services in diagnosing and monitoring the treatment 
process. The Pathology/Cytology staff process fluids and tissue samples for the pathologists, who 
examine these samples to determine the presence and extent of malignancy. 

Imaging Services
The WMHS Imaging Department plays a significant role in the early detection of cancer and offers 
a full complement of imaging modalities, including general radiography, CT scan, ultrasound, 
automated breast ultrasound (ABUS), tomosynthesis, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), positron 
emission tomography (PET), stereotactic breast biopsy, nuclear medicine, and other special 
procedures and interventional radiography. These services are available for cancer diagnosis, 
evaluation of the extent of the disease, and follow-up monitoring of therapy results. 

Surgical Services
Surgery is commonly an option used to help treat or diagnose many types of cancer.  In some 
cases, surgery may also be used to help relieve other symptoms caused by the cancer.  For some 
patients, surgery may be the only treatment needed to remove the cancer.  For other patients, 
surgery may be one part of the cancer treatment, in addition to radiation and/or chemotherapy. 
The medical staff at the Western Maryland Health System includes surgeons experienced in 
diagnosing and treating patients with cancer. 

Nutrition Services
Good nutrition helps cancer patients keep up their strength and energy, preserve healthy body 
tissue, fight infection, and deal with the side effects of treatment. 

Registered dieticians assess the patients’ nutritional needs and develop a diet plan so patients 
get the nutrients they need. They create specialized diets to address the patients’ changing needs 
throughout the treatment and recovery process. 

Home Health Services
The WMHS Home Health team provides medical monitoring and supportive care to patients and 
their families in their homes. Pain control, symptom management, and emotional support are 
some of the specialty areas of the home health team. Services are provided to patients pursuing 
aggressive treatment regimens as well as those who elect hospice care. 

Hospice Services

Our hospice team is specially trained to care for patients who have decided that supportive, not cu-
rative, care is appropriate. The hospice team includes physicians, nurses, social workers, therapists, 
pastoral care and volunteers working together with the patient and family to cope with the stress. A 
bereavement team continues to provide support to the family after the patient’s death. 
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WMHS has an experienced team of cancer specialists using advanced 
technology that pinpoints and destroys cancer cells.

Medical Oncology and Hematology
The team at the Schwab Family Cancer Center includes three board-certified medical oncologists/ 
hematologists and a certified physician assistant. They provide comprehensive care to patients 
as they move through all phases of cancer care, from staging the disease, treatments, through 
monitoring the patient for any recurrence for years after treatment ends. Our medical oncologists 
follow evidence-based medicine to develop the treatment plan, coordinate care and monitor the 
outcomes.  A specially trained oncology pharmacist works in the Schwab Family Cancer Center to 
review and oversee preparation of all medications.  Chemotherapy is specialized medication to 
treat cancer. Chemotherapy treats the patient’s total body to eradicate all cancer that may have 
spread beyond the original tumor by attacking the cancer cell’s ability to replicate.

Immunotherapy (also called biologic therapy or biotherapy) uses a patient’s own immune 
system to fight the cancer. Other immunotherapies boost the immune system to work better 
against cancer. Cancer cells can thrive because they are able to hide from the immune system. 
Certain immunotherapies can mark cancer cells so it is easier for the immune system to find 
and destroy them.  

Chemotherapy and Immunotherapy treatments are most often given at the Schwab Family 
Cancer Center’s Infusion Room but some treatments may require admission to the inpatient 
oncology unit, 7 South.

Radiation Oncology
Radiation therapy is provided by a board-certified radiation oncologist, registered radiation 
therapists, registered nurses, a physicist, and a dosimetrist. 

Our radiation therapy team uses one of the safest and most powerful linear accelerators available to 
deliver external beam radiation therapy, intensity-modulated radiation therapy (IMRT), Stereotactic 
Radiosurgery (SRS), Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy (SBRT), and image-guided radiation therapy 
(IGRT). With IMRT, the radiation oncologist is able to customize the radiation dose by varying the 
amount of radiation that is sent to different parts of the tumor. SRS and SBRT are a non-surgical 
radiation therapy used to deliver precisely targeted radiation in fewer, high- dose treatments.  SRS 
and SBRT treatments are used for small, isolated brain, lung, spine, and liver tumors. IGRT uses 
advanced imaging so the radiation oncologist and therapists can visualize the tumor, allowing them 
to verify the exact position of the tumor and treat it precisely. 

Brachytherapy (internal radiation therapy) for the treatment of gynecologic cancers is also available 
at the Schwab Family Cancer Center. 

Liz Simpkins, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Scott V. Watkins, MD
Radiation Oncologist

Blanche Mavromatis, MD
Medical Oncologist

Qamar Zaman, MD
Medical Oncologist

Faye Yin, MD
Medical Oncologist
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Cancer Conference
Each week, our dedicated team of cancer experts meets 
to review individual cancer cases in a forum called the 
Cancer Conference. Each case presentation includes 
a review of the patient’s medical history, blood tests, 
imaging studies, surgery, pathology, stage of disease 
and treatment options based on national treatment 
guidelines and clinical course. The team recommends 
the best treatment plan based on the type of cancer, 

Research and Clinical Trials
Patients receiving care at the Schwab Family Cancer Center have access to clinical trials that test new treatments, 
investigate new ways of preventing cancer, screen patients for earlier diagnosis, and monitor the quality of life and/or 
psychological impact of cancer. 

The Schwab Family Cancer Center is a member of the Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group (ECOG) under the affiliation of 
the University of Pittsburgh. Membership in the ECOG provides not only more opportunities for our patients to participate 
in clinical trials, but allows them to stay in Cumberland while participating. 

In the past year, 74 patients were enrolled in studies here at WMHS and 23 of those are participating in studies sponsored 
by the National Cancer Institute through our affiliation with ECOG. These ECOG studies include treatment trials for a variety 
of solid tumors and lymphomas as well as prevention studies for colon and breast cancer.  

The remaining patients were enrolled in a variety of industry-sponsored studies.  These include diagnostic, observational, 
registry, and supportive care trials as well as treatment-related trials for breast cancer, chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL), 
polycythemia vera, acute myeloid leukemia (AML) and myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS). 

Additionally, many other patients were referred to outside institutions for 
clinical trial evaluations, and 16 were eventually enrolled in studies. These 
patients are participating in studies at the following institutions: 

•  UPMC Hillman Cancer Center in Pittsburgh, Pa.
•   Georgetown Lombardi Cancer Center in 

Washington, DC
•   West Virginia University in Morgantown, W.Va.

•   Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, Md. 
•   The University of Maryland Greenebaum Cancer Center  

in Baltimore, Md. 
•   National Cancer Institute at The National Institutes of Health in 

Bethesda, Md. 

the patient’s overall health and other factors. Clinical trial 
options are also discussed. This conference is a key part of 
being an accredited cancer center by the American College 
of Surgeons’ Commission on Cancer. It also contributes 
to medical staff education.  A dedicated breast cancer 
conference was established and fully implemented in 2016.  
This conference focuses solely on patients diagnosed with 
breast cancer.
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Patient Support Services
A diagnosis of cancer affects all aspects of a patient’s life and 
is often overwhelming for the patients and their families. In 
addition to caring for the patients’ physical needs, the staff in 
the Schwab Family Cancer Center help fulfill the patients’ social, 
emotional and spiritual needs.

Social Workers
Our social workers are specially trained and licensed professionals who are an important part of our 
interdisciplinary team and serve as advocates for our patients.  Our social workers are knowledgeable 
about the overwhelming experience of facing a cancer diagnosis, treatments and side effects. They 
provide a broad range of services to patients, caregivers, and family members in regards to practical and 
emotional needs. 
All patients meet with a social worker at the beginning of treatment.  In these meetings, the social 
worker discusses the ways he/she can help each patient and their caregivers adjust to the cancer 
diagnosis through support services that are individualized to each patient and their treatment.

Jill Starr, LCSW-C, OSW-C 240-964-1450

Brent Thornton, LCSW-C 240-964-1447

Nurse Navigator 
Our nurse navigator is an experienced oncology nurse who is specially trained to help patients 
understand their cancer diagnosis and treatment options, coordinate communication between 
patients and their care team and connect patients with valuable resources in the community.

Annette Kenner, RN, OCN 240-964-1449
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Support Activities
The Schwab Family Cancer Center works closely with the American Cancer Society to provide support 
services to patients and their families. These cooperative programs include: 

Look Good…Feel Better is a free, non-medical program to help women undergoing cancer 
treatment to look good, improve their self-esteem and offset appearance-related changes from 
cancer treatments.  The program helps patients manage their treatment and recovery with greater 
confidence.  During these group workshops, patients in various stages of treatment receive make-up, 
hair tips and personal attention from professionals trained to meet their needs.  Professional advice 
also is offered on wigs, scarves and accessories.

WMHS also offers the Hand-In-Hand Education and Support, which is open to all cancer 
patients and their families in the tri-state area. This group meets each month and each meeting 
features a guest speaker and topic of interest relevant to patients and their caregivers.

The WMHS Circle of Friends Bereavement Support Group is open to anyone in the 
community who is grieving the death of a loved one and would like to meet with others who have 
similar shared experiences.  The group meets monthly and is facilitated by social workers.

The Schwab Family Cancer Center also posts all community education events to their website on a 
convenient calendar.

Pastoral Care

The WMHS Pastoral Care team provides spiritual support to patients and their families. The team at 
WMHS includes two full-time chaplains; chaplain associates (both area clergy and lay persons), and 
volunteer prayer partners. Another important aspect of their work is listening to patients and their 
family members as they express the emotions they are feeling and offer reassurance. 

Ben Kosewski, MS, MBA 
Executive Director, Cancer Services

As a patient of the Schwab Family Cancer 
Center, you won’t have to navigate the diagnosis, 
treatment and recovery process on your own.
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Cancer Registry
An integral part of the fight against cancer is information. The 
cancer registry team at the Schwab Family Cancer Center 
collects, manages, and analyzes data about people with cancer 
who are diagnosed and/or treated at WMHS.  
Data from our cancer registry is sent to the Maryland Cancer Registry and to the National Cancer 
Data Base, where it is used to explore trends in cancer care, to create regional and state benchmarks 
for participating hospitals, and to serve as the basis for quality improvement. This reporting also is 
important to physicians and scientists who are working on eradicating this disease.

2016 Cancer Registry Data
Primary Site Total Percentage
Oral Cavity & Pharynx 24 3.2%
Digestive System 107 14.1%
Respiratory System 154 20.3%
Soft Tissue 2 0.3%
Skin Excluding Basal & Squamous 12 1.6%
Breast  131 17.3%
Female Genital System 37 4.9%
Male Genital System 75 9.9%
Urinary System 53 7.0%
Eye & Orbit 1 0.1%
Brain & Other Nervous System 23 3.0%
Endocrine System 21 2.8%
Lymphoma 40 5.3%
Myeloma 12 1.6%
Leukemia 26 3.4%
Mesothelioma 2 0.3%
Miscellaneous 37 4.9%

TOTAL 685 100.0%
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Chair
Scott Watkins, MD 
Radiation Oncologist

Members
Pamela Ackerman, RN  
Director, Home Health Services 

Candy Adams, RN 
Nurse Manager, Home Hospice 

Nancy Adams, RN, MBA 
Senior Vice President, Chief Operating Officer

D. Sue Bradfield, RN, MBA 
Performance Improvement Coordinator 

Renate Brown, RN 
Radiation Oncology Nurse 

Roy Chisholm, MD  
Surgeon, Cancer Liaison Physician

Kasey Cook, RD 
Clinical Nutrition

Justine Dom, BS, OCN 
Medical Oncology Charge Nurse

David Dusenbery, MD 
Pathologist

Ginelle Edmundson, BSN, MPH 
Sr. Health Informatics Analyst

Nancy Forlifer 
Director, Community Health and Wellness

Julie Hardy, RN, BSN, OCN 
Director, Medical Oncology/Cancer Services 

Donna Huff, CTR 
Cancer Registry 

Annette Kenner, RN, OCN 
Nurse Navigator

Ben Kosewski, MS, MBA 
Executive Director, Cancer Services

Joy Linthicum, RN 
Nurse Manager, 7 South 

Kacey Jankoski 
Account Representative, American Cancer Society 

Blanche Mavromatis, MD 
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Rev. Bruce A. McBride 
Director of Pastoral Care

Carey Moffatt, MS 
Health Educator

Krista Montgomery, RTR, RDMS 
Director, Imaging Services 

Jeffrey O’Neal, LCPC, CEAP, NCC 
Executive Director, Clinics, Practices and 
Behavioral Health Services

John Pappas, MD 
Radiologist

Deana Ouellette, RTT 
Chief Radiation Therapist,  
Radiation Oncology 

Chris Roby, CTR 
Cancer Registry Coordinator  

Marcos Roffe, MD 
Radiologist 

Mildred Seletyn, RN, BSN, OCN 
Clinical Research Nurse/Study Coordinator 

Jill Starr, LCSW-C, OSW-C 
Social Worker

Miranda Thompson, RN, BS 
Medical Oncology Charge Nurse

Noel Thompson III, MD 
Pathologist

H. Brent Thornton, LCSW-C, CMC 
Social Worker

Naimin Wei, MD 
Pathologist 

Cynthia Welch, PharmD, BCOP 
Clinical Pharmacist Specialist

Kimberly K. Whetsel, OTR/L 
Director of Wound Care and Rehabilitation 
Service

Barbara Wood, RN, BSN, CCRC 
Clinical Research Coordinator

Faye Yin, MD 
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Qamar Zaman, MD 
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Western Maryland Health System
Cancer Committee
This interdisciplinary committee oversees the services provided by the Schwab Family Cancer Center. 
The Cancer Committee is involved with the entire spectrum of care for patients with cancer, including 
the prevention and early detection of cancer. The Committee develops goals and objectives for the 
cancer program, plans educational programs, evaluates the management of cancer patients and 
oversees the tumor registry process.  
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