
Choosing A Cancer Center and A Doctor
When you learn you have cancer, you want to make sure you get the best 
possible medical care and treatment. Deciding which cancer center to use 
can be difficult and stressful, as it is one of the most important decisions you 
will make.  Here are some questions to think about as you choose your cancer 
center: 

1] Has the cancer center been approved by the Commission on Cancer
(CoC)?  The CoC approves hospitals or facilities that have made the
commitment to provide the best in cancer diagnosis and treatment.  A list
of approved cancer centers can be found here:
https://www.facs.org/search/cancer-programs

2] Does the cancer center’s medical team have experience in treating your
type of cancer?

3] Does the cancer center meet certain quality standards and are is it
accredited by The Joint Commission at www.jointcommission.org?  The
Joint Commission’s Quality Check allows you to review the performance of
our local health care facility.

4] Is the cancer center part of your health plan (often called a preferred
provider) and / or does it accept your health insurance?

5] If you are from out of town, is there affordable, quality lodging close to the
cancer center?
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Choosing A Cancer Center and A Doctor
Once you have selected your cancer center, it is now time to look for a cancer 
doctor, or “oncologist” who practices there. Going through the process of 
choosing a doctor can take time, however using the list of questions below can 
assist in finding the doctor that fits your needs. 

1] Is the doctor board certified?

2] How long has the doctor been in practice?

3] How many cancer patients has he or she treated?

4] How many patients is the doctor currently treating?

5] How much experience does the doctor have with your type of cancer?

6] Are they involved in clinical trials (medical studies) of new treatments?

7] Who else will be on my health care team?

8] Can I bring someone with me to my appointments?

For more information about the Schwab Family Cancer Center and Staff, 
please call 240.964.1400 or email jhardy@wmhs.com. 
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